An American Renaissance
·    The American Renaissance is the cultural rebirth that occurred in America during the 19th century.
·      Historically or culturally, it's the literary and cultural period from about 1820 to the 1860s--or, the generation before the American Civil War (1861-65), when the USA grew to its present size and began to deal with some of the unsolved issues remaining from the American Revolution.
·      In terms of literature or style, the American Renaissance is the "Romantic Period in American Literature." 
·      The period's rich mix of literary style and cultural history makes it widely regarded as the greatest era in American literature.
Why is this period considered great?
· Many authors experimented in style and developed themes important to American identity and expression
·      Rising readership and literacy increased with the development of industrial publishing. As with computer literacy today, basic literacy became important for leisure, social engagement, and power in literature, culture, scholarship, and politics. 
Transcendentalism
·      It is a literary movement that depends on feelings and beliefs rather than a system of philosophy. Transcendentalists tried to find the truth through feelings and intuition not logic. Although the transcendentalists respected Christ for his wisdom, they  rejected religion.             
·      Nature is very important for transcendentalists, for natural images created a language, which allowed them to discover ideas already planted in the soul.                 
Some Famous Transcendentalist Quotes:
“Wisdom does not inspect, it beholds.” (Thoreau)
“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” (Thoreau)
“Every object that speaks to the senses was meant for the soul.” (Granch)
“To believe in your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart is true for all men, - that is genius.” (Emerson)
 “When the act of reflection takes place in the mind, when we look at ourselves in the light of thought, we discover that our life is embosomed in beauty.” (Emerson) 
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882):
       Ralph Emerson founded the “Transcendentalist Club.” Its magazine The Dial was the true voice of their thoughts and feelings. There were two groups of transcendentalists: those who are interested in social reform, and those who are interested in the individual like Emerson.
        Emerson began his career as a minister and although he turned away from Christianity, he reminder a kind of preacher as he became a lecturer. 
        Although he was a great essayist, his poetry was criticized as being awkward and unmusical, but  to him does not always have to produce pleasant sounds.  On the contrary, harsh sounds can be used to surprise the ear.   
Some of Emerson’s Famous Works:
·      Nature (1836): in it he stated that man should not see nature as something that should be used. His relation with it should transcend the idea of usefulness. 
·      Self-Reliance (1841): a famous essay filled with memorable lines.
·      The Poet (1844):  an essay that describes the poet as the complete man who frees us from old thoughts.
·      Concord Hymn: a poem that celebrates the Battle of Concord during the American Revolution. 
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862):
       Thoreau was influenced by Nature and he along with Emerson held many similar opinions. 
       While Emerson wrote about nature in the abstract, Thoreau wrote more like an experienced woodsman and his works are full with details about plants, rivers and wildlife.
       His poetry is far less important than Emerson’s. However, his prose sentences sound like poetry.
       Around the 1850s, he became interested in Abolitionist movement.  His home became a meeting place for anti-slavery groups. He, himself, helped slaves escape to freedom.     
Some of Thoreau’s Famous Works:
·      Civil Disobedience (1849): is about his experience in jail when he was arrested for refusing to pay his taxes because of his protest against slavery and the war against Mexico.  This essay had great influence on Ghandi, Tolstoy and Martin Luther King.
·      Walden (1854): is one of the greatest works in American literature.  It is about his stay in the hut, which he, himself, built on the north shore of Walden Pond. On the surface it is about the practical side of living in the woods, but in fact it is completely a transcendentalist work. He emphasizes that enjoyment comes only when unnecessary things are thrown away. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864):
·      Hawthorne attacked transcendentalism, for he wrote about man in society not in nature.  
·      His characters usually have some secret guilt which keeps them apart from other people. They are troubled by pride, envy and a desire to revenge. This dark side of the human nature gives Hawthorne’s works some of the Gothic characteristics. 
·      Hawthorne was very much interested in describing the psychology of his characters. 
·      He wrote many works, but his most famous is The Scarlet Letter. 
The Scarlet Latter (1850):
·      Set in the 17th century Puritan Boston, The Scarlet Letter, teory of Hester Prynne, who leaves England for the Massachusetts Bay colony, seeking a sense of independence as she awaits the arrival of her husband. As time passes and her husband is thought to be killed by Indians, Hester falls for a young pastor named Arthur Dimmesdale. When their affairs produces a child, Hester is publicly humiliated and forced to wear a scarlet "A" to punish her for adultery. That same day, her husband returns, calling himself by a new name, and seeks  revenge against Hester and her lover. 
·      The novel explores themes of legalism, sin,  and guilt. 
Herman Melville (1819-1891):
·      Melville has a tragic view of life: he feels that the universe works against human happiness and peace of mind. In his fiction, man lives in a world divided into two parts: good against evil, the head against the heart
·      His most important experience in life stated when he became a sailor at the age of twenty.  He was shocked by the life and morality  of the low-class sailors. Hence, life at the sea became the most important material for his works.  As a matter of fact, he could this experience “my Harvard and my Yale.”  
Moby- Dick (1851):
·        Moby-Dick was originally misunderstood by its contemporary audiences and critics. It is now often referred to as The Great American Novel and is considered one of the treasures of world literature. The story tells the adventures of the wandering sailor Ishmael and his voyage on the whale ship Pequod, commanded by Captain Ahab. Ishmael soon learns that Ahab seeks one specific whale, Moby Dick, a white sperm whale of tremendous size. Comparatively few whale-ships know of Moby Dick, and fewer yet have encountered him. In a previous encounter, the whale destroyed Ahab's boat and bit off his leg. Ahab intends to take revenge.
·         In Moby-Dick, Melville employs , symbolism and metaphor to explore numerous complex themes.
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849):
·      Similar to Melville, Poe was interested in psychology and the dark side of  human nature.  Because of his parents’ death he faced many hardships and unhappiness. 
·      He contributed to American Literature in three areas:  poetry, short story and literary criticism. His tales of horror are well known. He puts his characters in unusual situations. Then, he would describe their feelings of guilt and terror.  The Fall of the House of Usher (1839), is the best known of Poe’s tales.
·      Poe was also one of the creators of modern detective stories. Instead of examining characters’ feelings, these stories examine mysteries or problems.
·      What distinguishes Poe’s poetry is its sounds not content. He felt that the goal of poetry is to please not to tell the truth. However,  according to him pleasure does not mean happiness. Rather a good poem creates a feeling of gentle sadness. The Raven (1845), is his most famous poem. 
The Boston Brahmins:
·      The term "Boston Brahmins" refers to a class of wealthy, educated, members of Boston society in the nineteenth century. The Boston Brahmins have long held the interest of historians because of their unique place in nineteenth-century American culture. They were mostly the descendants of Puritans, having made their fortunes as American merchants. They were the closest thing the United States has ever had to a true aristocracy.
·      Although the Brahmins looked to England for excellence and often copied English literary styles, they considered Boston “the thinking center of the American continent, and therefore the planet.” Through Their magazine Atlantic Monthly, they tried to influence the taste of the public. 
The Civil War (1861-1865):
·        The American Civil War lasted from 1861 until 1865. The southern states wanted to have their own nation and be able to decide what laws to have. The north did not want the country to be broken apart. In the election of 1860 Abraham Lincoln stated that he wanted to stop the spread of slavery. The southern states said that if Lincoln won, they would secede (leave) the union. The southern states seceded from the union after Lincoln was elected. They formed their own nation, The Confederate States of America. The war began in April of 1861 and president Lincoln was forced to declare war. The war was a long and bloody. Over 600,000 men on both sides died. Over 1,100,000 were injured. The south was devastated. General Lee (south) surrendered to General Grant (north) on April 9, 1865 at Appomattox Court House in Virginia. The war was over. 
Walt Whitman (1819-1892): 
·      Whitman education came from early jobs of printing shops and newspapers, rather from schools. However, while most young Americans were working hard, he was a lazy youth who took long walks in the country and by the seashore.
·      During the Civil War, he supported the North. He worked as a nurse in the battle fields because he was too old to fight 
·      His works express a joyous curiosity about every detail of life. In his poems, he likes to ‘absorb’ the sights, sounds and smells and then ‘sing’ them out in poetry. 
·      Through Whiteman, American poets freed themselves from the old English traditions. To him the message of a work is more important than the form and he was the first to experience free verse (a poetry in a form that does not follow a regular pattern). He wrote  poetry without any poetic ornaments in order  for the regular man to understand.  Leaves of Grass, is his life work. The book changed as he and his country grew and changed, for he saw reality as a continuous flow without a beginning and an end. Therefore, from 1855 until the last revision in 1892, Leaves of  Grass remained ‘a work in progress.’  
Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896):
·      Harriet Beecher was the daughter of outspoken religious leader Lyman Beecher. She was the sister of the educator and author, Catharine Beecher, clergymen Henry Ward Beecher and Charles Beecher.  Harriet enrolled in the seminary run by her eldest sister Catharine, where she received a traditionally "male" education. In 1836 she married Calvin Ellis Stowe, a professor at the seminary and a critic of slavery. The Stowes supported the Underground Railroad and housed several fugitive slaves in their home.
·    Stowe was a small lady that wrote a big book. President Lincoln greeted her “so you’re the little woman who made the book that made the great war.” Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) united Northern feelings against slavery.
·      Hundreds of thousands of copies were sold in America before the Civil War; since then it has been translated to twenty languages and millions of copies have been sold worldwide.  
Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852):
·      Uncle Tom's Cabin was the best-selling novel of the 19th century, and the second best-selling book of that century, following the Bible. It is about the old slave, Uncle Tom who hopes for freedom, but never escapes. In the end, he welcomes death caused by his cruel master.
·      In response to Uncle Tom's Cabin, writers in the Southern United States produced a number of books to rebut Stowe's novel. This so-called Anti-Tom literature generally took a pro-slavery viewpoint, arguing that the issues of slavery as depicted in Stowe's book were overblown and incorrect. 
The Gilded Age:
·       In American history, the Gilded Age refers to substantial growth in population in the United States and extravagant displays of wealth and excess of America's upper class during the post-Civil War and post-Reconstruction eras of the late 19th century (1865-1901). The term "Gilded Age" was coined by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner in their 1873 book, The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today.
·      Many refer to this period as a new ‘Golden Age.’ But the gold was only on the surface. Underneath, American society was filed with crime, corruption and social injustice. 
Mark Twain (1835-1910) :
·      Growing up beside the Mississippi river allowed Twain to hear stories of Indians and black slaves. Because of his love for adventure, he worked on one of the river boats until the war destroyed the riverboat business. From there, he worked in a newspaper which sent him in 1867 to Europe. His letters from there were collected into a book The Innocent Abroad (1869) which shows his hatred of European aristocracy. 
·      Throughout his works, there is a conflict between the ideals of Americans and their desire for money.  Twain never tried to solve the conflict. Just like a newspaperman, he reports what he sees. 
·      Some critics argue that Twain only wrote well, when he was writing about young people. They say his psychology was only child psychology. 
·      In his later works, Twain seems less hopeful about democracy. His pessimism grew deeper and deeper
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884):
·      The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is Twains greatest novel. He gives his young hero adult problems. out Huck and an escaped slave, Jim, float down the Mississippi River on a raft. During their trip, Huck learns about the evils of the world. He, himself, faces a moral problem. The law of the society says he should return Jim to his owner. But, then he decides that the slave is a man not a thing. So, he decides to break the law and is no longer a child.
·      Many consider the novel as the great novel of American democracy.  It shows the basic goodness and wisdom of ordinary people.      
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      

Realism:
· By 1875, American writers were moving towards realism in literature.
· American realism was a turn of the century idea in art, music and literature that showed through these different types of work, reflections of the time period. 
· They were influenced by French writers who changed the relationship between society and literature. For them realism was an ideology and the novel had the power to become a political power. 
William Dean Howells (1837-1920):
· He was the first American realist who had many followers. Under him Realism became the mainstream of American Literature.
· As the editor of  Harper’s Monthly, he made it a weapon against romanticism which created false views about life. He believed romantic novels make one forget life and duties. According to him novels should make one wish to be a more helpful and productive creature.
· He believed a good realist should present common people. However, unlike French realist, he believed an author should not make society uglier than it already is. American novels should depict the more smiling aspect of life not only crime and violence. 
William Dean Howells (1837-1920):

· Artist and art should serve poor people. So, Howells attacked the capitalism of America and argued for the unity of all people in society.
· He began to write “Utopian” novels about an ideal society with perfect justice and happiness.
· Howells’ novel A Modern Instance (1882) shocked the public since it was about divorce; a subject that is not discussed openly.
· In A Hazard of New Fortune, he turns a way from the smiling aspect of life and presents a man who learns about the sufferings of poor people in society. 
Naturalism:
· In 1890s many realist writers became naturalists. Naturalism was created by the French novelist Emile Zola.
· Naturalists use knowledge and discoveries to study the human life. They believe people are not free, but their lives and beliefs are controlled by social, economic and psychological causes.
· Naturalistic writers believed that the laws behind the forces that govern human lives might be studied and understood. Naturalistic writers thus used a version of the scientific method to write their novels; they studied human beings governed by their instincts and passions as well as the ways in which the characters' lives were governed by forces of heredity and environment. 
Characteristics of Naturalism:
· The characters are usually ill-educated or lower-class characters whose lives are governed by the forces of heredity, instinct, and passion.
· The setting is frequently an urban setting.
· Some techniques are:
1. Pessimism: often, one or more characters will continue to repeat one line or phrase that tends to have a pessimistic connotation, sometimes emphasizing the inevitability of death.
2. Another characteristic of literary naturalism is detachment from the story. The author often tries to maintain a tone that will be experienced as 'objective.' Also, an author will sometimes achieve detachment by creating nameless characters. This puts the focus on the plot and what happens to the character, rather than the characters themselves.
3.  Another characteristic of naturalism is determinism. Determinism is basically the opposite of the notion of free will. For determinism, the idea that individual characters have a direct influence on the course of their lives is supplanted by a focus on nature or fate. Often, a naturalist author will lead the reader to believe a character's fate has been pre-determined, usually by environmental factors, and that he/she can do nothing about it. 
4. Another common characteristic is a surprising twist at the end of the story.
Naturalism Themes:
· 1. Survival, determinism, violence, and taboo are key themes. 
· 2. The strong emotions such as lust, greed, or the desire for dominance or pleasure; and the fight for survival are also some naturalistic themes . 
· 3. Nature as an indifferent force acting on the lives of human beings. 
· 4. The forces of heredity and environment as they affect--and afflict--individual lives. 
· 5. An indifferent, deterministic universe. Naturalistic texts often describe the human attempts to exercise free will, in a universe where free will as an illusion.
Stephen Crane (1871-1900):
· Crane was the first American naturalist who was not much influenced by scientific approaches.
· His characters are controlled by their environments which makes him a naturalist.
· His description of places are both realistic and poetic. He uses colors and word-sounds to create brilliant impressions. Hence, he is also a poet. His collection of poems is called War Is Kind 
Crane’s Most Famous Works:
· Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893), is a story of a poor  girl who is betrayed by her family and becomes a prostitute. Although she wants to be good life hardships make her seem bad.
· The Red Badge of Courage (1895), is his greatest novel where the accidents of the Civil war make a young man seem as a hero. Thinking he is going to be killed, the hero runs like an animal to save his life. Then, he is accidently hit on the head and the other solders think it is a battle wound. They call it his ‘red badge of courage.’ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Turning Point of American Literature:
· By the second decade of the new century, the forward movement of American literature seemed to have stopped and the realist novels seemed to be old fashioned. People again were wondering about the identity of American literature.
· In a sense, the 19th century didn’t end in America until about 1913. Around this time the new critics began to celebrate the death of ‘Puritanism.’ In the 19th century, there was a ‘double standard’ in both public and private morality: people talked in a certain way and acted in another. Hence, their actions never matched their words.  
· However, this ‘double standard’ was beginning to change. American readers were beginning to loose their fear in those who looked below the surface of human relationships. At least, intelligent readers were now able to accept even the ugly truth about human nature.
· In 1919, Sigmund Freud, the great Austrian psychologist, gave a series of lectures in America. They were a liberation and an inspiration for American writers. Hence, novelists began to destroy the ‘double standard.’  
Edith Wharton (1862-1937):
· Wharton was born into an old New York family and married a man of her own class. But, later she left him and went to live in Europe and begin a career as a writer.
· All of her stories reflect the life of the upper classes. There is a strong similarity between her stories and between those of her friend and teacher, Henry James. They both wrote psychological novels, usually about the problems of women in upper-class society. However, her style is more direct than James. She can describe a whole way of life through few surface details.  
· In all of Wharton’s works, the natural instincts of people are crushed by an untruthful society. But, her characters still have some room for moral choice. This makes her different from pure naturalist writers like Crane and Dreiser, whose characters have no real choice.
· The House of Mirth (1905) is Wharton's first important work of fiction it is a novel of manners set against the backdrop of the 1890s New York ruling class. Wharton places her tragic heroine, Lily Bart, in a society that she describes as a " 'hot-house of traditions and conventions.” The society refuses to accept Lily’s freedom, so she fails to get a husband and in the end kills herself.
· The Age of Innocence  (1920), centers on an upper class couple's impending marriage, and the introduction of a scandalous woman whose presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel questions the assumptions and morals of 1870s' New York society, it never devolves into an outright condemnation of the institution. In fact, Wharton considered this novel an "apology" for her earlier, more brutal and critical novel, The House of Mirth. 
· The novel earned Wharton a Pulitzer Prize — the first Pulitzer awarded to a woman. Edith Wharton was 58 years old at publication; she lived in that world, and saw it change dramatically by the end of World War I. The title is an ironic comment on the polished outward manners of New York society, when compared to its inward reality. 
Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945):
· Dreiser is one of America’s greatest Naturalist writers. He and his characters did not attack the nation’s puritanical moral code: they just ignored it. This attitude shocked readers. 
· His main theme in most of his novels is the purposelessness of life. He looks at individuals with a warm human sympathy, but at the same time sees the disorder and cruelty of life in general. According to his naturalist views, the workings of fate for both individual and society can never be explained.   
· Dreiser career can be divided into three stages: 
  
1. In romantic novels, characters are often rewarded for having good moral characters. However, in pure naturalist novels, goodness is punished more often than rewarded, for goodness is considered as a weakness in the character. In Jennie Gerhardt (1911), the heroine has good intentions, but they are not enough to reward her or even save her. The accidents of life have made her immoral in the eyes of society.  
2. In the novels with “the will to power,” Dreiser finds life to be meaningless and the morals absurd. In his Trilogy, The Financer (1912), The Titan (1914), and The Stoic (1947t) his new way of thinking appears. Still, he does not forget the basic principles of naturalism. On one hand, his hero is a kind of business superman who achieves a lot. But on the other hand, his success is mostly the result of chance.
· 3. Novels of social consciousness present his third stage of thinking. An American Tragedy (1925), is his greatest novel where his characters are still victims to the society. The hero, threatens to kill his girlfriend for threatening his happiness. However, she accidently dies. So, is he responsible for her death? This novel is similar to classic Greek tragedies that focus on one character, which gives it unity and this individual is destroyed by forces he cannot control. 
· Dreiser’s novels are very long and are full with details of factories, banks, cities and business life. Some people complain of his style because of the many details and unclear language in his novels. However, they were still very important.
· Writers who came after Dreiser found difficult to find their way around Dreiser’s naturalism. Some rejected the whole tradition of naturalism in literature such as: Willa Cather (1873-1947) and Ellen Galsgow (1874-1945). 
Sherwood Anderson (1876-1941):
· Anderson was another writer who tried to find his way around Dreiser’s naturalism. He brought the technique of ‘modernism.’ to American fiction. This technique includes: (1) a simpler writing style, like ordinary spoken English. (2) more emphasis on the form rather than the content. (3) special use of time in which past, present and future are mixed together, as in a dream.
· Winesburg, Ohio (1919), is an important book in American literature. It is a collection of short stories. All of the characters are lonely and live in the same small to town. Their loneliness makes them act in a strange way. Each of his characters experience a moment of self-understanding.  
Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951):
· Half a million young Americans died in World War I and so a new mood of anger entered the works of young writers. There was a revolt against the new commercial culture of post-war America.
·  Lewis’ Main Street (1920), heroine marries and moves to a new town. The spirit of this town makes her very unhappy. His purpose is satire and sometimes comedy. His scenes are full of details which create a kind of drama in themselves. 
Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951):
· Babbitt (1922), is Lewis second famous novel,  which is about a man who tries to act the same way everyone else does. The novel has no plot, but near the end a kind of story does develop. Lewis condemns the values of middle-class America, but he does not suggest any other values which can take their place. There is no ‘salvation,’ no way out. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------        

The Writers of the “Lost Generation”
· The "Lost Generation" is a term used to characterize a general feeling of disillusionment in American literture. The term is used for the period from the end of World War I to the beginning of the Great Depression, though in the United States it is used for the generation of young people who came of age during and shortly after World War I, alternatively known as the World War I Generation.
· During this time many American lost their ideals. At the same time America lost many fine writers.
· The Lost Generation writers felt that America was not such a success story because the country was devoid of a cosmopolitan culture. Their solution to this issue was to pack up their bags and travel to Europe’s cosmopolitan cultures, such as Paris and London. Here they expected to find literary freedom and a cosmopolitan way of life.
Why was it significant to American Culture? 
  This temporary emigration of American talent into cosmopolitan cities such as Paris, is significant to American culture in two parts. 
· One, because it aided in the desire for a cosmopolitan A cosmopolitan culture (a culture which includes and values a variety of backgrounds and cultures) to be established and to exist in America. 
· Two, because when American Culture became more defined, European and other countries began to recognize a distinctive Democratic American culture. 
Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940):
· Fitzgerald’s life was like the plot of one of his novels. He was born to a rich family and served in the army as a lieutenant, but he was never sent to fight in Europe.
· Throughout the twenties, he wrote an enormous amount of fiction which provided the money for many of his parties and wild-trips to Europe.
· His fiction was popular in the twenties because it was modern and easy to read.
· In 1929, the American economy collapsed starting the Great Depression. This happened at a time when Fitzgerald himself to have serious mental and physical health problems.  
· Although Fitzgerald, like Nick Carraway in his novel, The Great Gatsby (1925),  idolized the riches and glamor of the age, he was uncomfortable with the unrestrained materialism and the lack of morality that went with it, a kind of decadence. 
· The novel combines symbolism with psychological realism. Gatsby, the hero symbolizes the American belief that money can buy love and happiness. His failure makes him a tragic hero. 
· The novel is also famous for its unusual use of colors. 
Ernest Hemingway (1898-1961):
· Hemingway spoke for the Lost Generation as Fitzgerald. He drove an ambulance in World War I and then decided to live in Paris and become a writer.
· Hemingway’s simple style and careful structuring of his fiction is famous. The aim of his style is to “get the most out of the least.” His sentence are usually short and simple. Sometimes, he repeats a key phrase for emphasize his theme. His language is rarely emotional. On the contrary, it controls emotions and holds them in. 
· By the thirties, his concentrated style began to lose its freshness. Part of the problem was that many other writers were copying his style in their own works.      
Ernest Hemingway (1898-1961):
· The Sun Also Rises (1926), is a portrait of young adults of the post-war era. The characters are young Americans living Paris. They fought for their country, but they are completely useless in peacetime. All they want to know is how to live in the emptiness of the world.
· In later writings, Hemingway develops this emptiness to what becomes known as ‘Nada’ (‘nothingness’ in Spanish). Nada is sometimes seen as the loss of hope or the inability to become active in the real world. At other times, it is the desire for sleep, or an easy death. Hence, Hemingway’s hero must always fight against the Nada of the world.  
· Men Without Women (1927), a short collection of short stories, mixes psychological realism with symbolism. They are very easy to read. Therefore, readers sometimes miss their deep meanings.
· The Old Man and the Sea (1952), Its an allegory of human life. This novel received the Pulitzer Prize in 1952. In 1954, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.
· As he grew older, he felt his powers as an artist were failing, so in 1961, he shot himself with his favorite hunting gun. 
John Dos Passos (1896-1970):
· Like other members of the lost generation, Passos saw the modern, post-war world as ugly and dirty. According to him only art can save the world and put an end to destruction.
· His first successful modern novel is Manhattan Transfer (1925), which describes the daily activities of a large group of people living in New York. In this novel, he has been influenced by the techniques of the movies. For example, he uses the montage technique.’ HOW?
· In the 1930s, Passos published the first volume of his great ‘U.S.A.’ trilogy. The trilogy shows how individuals are part of the history of the age in which they live. All three books: The 42nd Parallel, 1919, and The Big Money use the movie techniques to tell the history of the entire nation in the early twentieth century.
· The quality of Passos literature began to decline after his trilogy.    
William Faulkner (1897-1962):
· In his works Faulkner used a small number of characters, who all represent the South region. They often reaper in later novels.
· Faulkner shared two things with the Lost Generation: (1) its strong dislike for the post-war world and (2) its belief in the value of art.
· In almost all of Faulkner’s stories, time is treated in a special way. He uses the ‘continuous present, style of writing. Past, present and future events are mixed. Hence, it is usually hard to read his works.
· Faulkner’s description of human goodness is as powerful as his description of human evil. Often his good people are black. His characters show their goodness in their relationship with nature and their ability to love.
· The Sound and the Fury (1929), is one of his ‘modernist’ masterpieces. There are many experimental features in this novel. (1)On e feature is the use of limited point of view. Each of the characters sees reality according to her\his way.(2) Another feature is his special technique of narration where the reader is put into the center of  the story without any preparation. Readers must put together facts together since the author does not help them.
· Light in August (1932), is considered as another masterpiece. It shows how racism makes the white community of the South go crazy. 
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